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In 2 Corinthians, Paul discussed his

many trials and hardships in preaching the « Ability, plus opportunity, equals re-

gospel (2 Cor. 4:7-11; 6:3-10; 11:23-33; sponsibility.

12:7-10). After mentioning all of his trials, . . . . I I I 2 2 I
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“weak” life of serving Christ, which in-
cluded many trials and tribulations, caused
him to gain his “strength” from Christ. e You can take your spotted past and

This was Paul’s great paradox: spiritual turn it into a spotless future.
strength in the midst of physical weakness.

it’s you who are doing the sowing.
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Are You Sufficient?

Friend, are you all-sufficient? Do
you have everything you need to make
it through life? The answer to this
question will vary depending upon who
you ask. You may be thinking “Yes, I'm
sufficient.” But, the government, for
example, says “No, you need more
control and | will give it to you.” The
world answers “No, you need more
things and | will give them to you.” Re-
ligion answers “No, you need more
spirituality and | will give it to you.”

Being told by many people around
us that we are insufficient leads to con-
stant doubt, discontentment, and dis-
satisfaction. Faithful Christians, how-
ever, have all they need in Christ. The
book of Colossians is about the “all-
sufficient Christ” (see Colossians |:9-
[1,15-19; 2:2-3,9-10; 3:11,16; 4:12).
The Christian in Christ has “all” that
one needs in life. Let’s consider a few
of the sufficiencies that a faithful Chris-
tian has in Christ.

We Serve
An All-Sufficient God

The God we serve is sufficient to
supply every need we have because he
is all-powerful (2 Corinthians 3:5; 9:8;

The All-Sufficient Christian

Ephesians 3:20; Philippians 4:7). False gods
of men, on the other hand, are not suffi-
cient because they are powerless like the
men who make them (Isaiah 44:9ff).

We Proclaim
An All-Sufficient Savior

The savior (Jesus Christ) we proclaim
is sufficient to save mankind from their
sins because he is the divine Son of God
(John 14:6; Acts 4:11-12; 2 Corinthians
12:9). The false saviors of the world are
insufficient because they are merely human
(Matthew 24:5,23-24; Acts 5:36-37).

We Preach
An All-Sufficient Gospel

The gospel we preach is sufficient to
save because it is the power of God unto
salvation (Romans 1:16; Ephesians 1:13).
The false gospels of men, such as the
“social gospel,” are insufficient to save be-
cause they appeal to the flesh and come
from man and not God (Galatians 1:6-9).

We Promote
An All-Sufficient Church

The local church (an assembly of
Christians) we promote is sufficient to act
because it is organized (with elders, dea-
cons, and saints) in a way to accomplish all

that the Lord has given it to do: evan-
gelism, edification, and benevolence
(see the local church in Acts 2-13).
The false organizations of men, such as
“institutionalism” or the “sponsoring
church,” are insufficient, unauthorized,
and cause problems and divisions.

We Practice
An All-Sufficient Word

The word we practice is sufficient
to guide us in every way because it is
inspired of God (2 Timothy 3:16-17;
2 Pet. |1:3). The words of men are in-
sufficient because they are untrue, un-
reliable, and do not come to pass
(Deuteronomy 18:20-22).

The All-Sufficient Christian

As faithful Christians, we are not all
-sufficient because of anything in our-
selves. We are not claiming to be self-
reliant, or in no need of God and Jesus
(Revelation 3:17). We are all-sufficient
because of our relationship with God
and Jesus! Therefore, because we are
all-sufficient let us never quit. We have
the means to make it through. Let us
never change. We have the old way
that is God’s way. Let us never add to
what God has said. We have all the
truth he wants for us. - Chris Reeves



